Trainers' perceptions of the direct observation of practical skills assessment in histopathology training: a qualitative pilot study.
This pilot study of the direct observation of practical skills (DOPS) assessment of histopathology trainees is needed in the absence of existing information on histopathology in the UK. The aim of the study was to explore the experiences and perceptions of trainers in using the DOPS tool with histopathology trainees. A qualitative approach was taken using paper-based questionnaires to consultants in a single teaching hospital histopathology department. DOPS was perceived by all trainers as a valid form of assessment. There was a spread of opinion regarding its feasibility, with some respondents raising concern about its impact on time. 28% of respondents were doubtful about the formative nature of DOPS. All stated the assessment was fair. Themes that have emerged include concerns about impact on trainer time, whether DOPS is used in a formative manner and concerns about the amount of guidance provided to trainers. Further research is required to expand on these points.